
Our Mission 

To reach out and gather  

people into the family of God, 

equipping them to  

be disciples of  

Jesus Christ in our  

community and in  

the world. 
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Carol Young, Treasurer.éééé.é...484-8121 
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HEARTWORDS 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Naomi King, Pastor July/August 2010 

For it is by  

Grace  
you have been saved, 

through Faith  

and this not from yourselves,  
it is the  

Gift of God 

Ephesians 2:8 



 I donôt want to be in a church where people say when they leave, ñWow, wasnôt wor-

ship fantastic today!ò Thatôs good, but thatôs not enough.   I donôt want to be in a church that 

people say, ñGreat sermon today, pastor.ò  Thatôs good, but thatôs not church.   

 I want to be the church where people come out of a worship service and say, ñIsnôt 

God amazing?ò  ñLook at Godôs love!ò  ñLook what God is doing!ò  ñThese are things that 
only God can do!ò  I want to be with people who want to be with people who want to experi-

ence God and encounter the living Christ and walk in the anointing of His Spirit. 

 I want to be the church that follows Jesus, not just half way, not just partly committed 

to Jesus, but wholeheartedly, fully committed, fully abandoned to Jesus.  I want to walk in the 

anointing of Godôs presence day in and day out.     

 John writes, ñThat which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.  And these things we write to 

you that your joy may be full.ò (1Jn 1:3-4)   

 John was so overwhelmed with the love of Jesus, so grateful that Jesus had chosen him and saved him 

that he shared his faith over and over again with others.  And how did he do this?  He simply told others what 

he had seen and heard.  And why did he do this?  So that others would know the Father and His Son Jesus 

Christ and be filled with JOY! 

 There are people around you in your families, neighborhoods, workplaces who are despairing and have 

lost hope.  They need to be encouraged by your latest encounter with Christ.  They donôt need to hear your 

opinions or your philosophical speculations.  They need desperately to hear from someone who has encountered 

the living Christ and is like John who can hardly wait to tell others about who God is and declare Godôs work in 

the world. 

 Heaven is invading earth everyday!  Are you encountering Christ?  Jesus said youôll see me when you 

get out into the community with the sick, homeless, hungry and poor. (Read Mt 25:31-46)  

 When you share with others what only God can do, your responsibility isnôt to convince the other per-

son. (Thatôs the work of the Holy Spirit) You simply do what John does and proclaim that which you have seen 

and heard- bear witness to what your Lord has done for you. 

 There are so many of us here at Christ UMC who have received Godôs amazing healing love and for-

giveness.  We call it Grace- Godôs grace is being poured out on us day in and day out.  Will we share what God 

is doing with a hurting world or will we keep this great love to ourselves?   
 

ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

 Hereôs a story of Godôs healing power in the life of Roy who lives in Boston.  

 Roy, a friend of Sherri and Brad Noble, was told he had 7 tumors on his spine.  The prognosis was 

bleak for this 41 year old man and father of two children.  He was told about the risky surgery that could save 

his life, but might also take his life.  He was told if he came through the surgery, that he would spend at least a 

week in ICU and his recovery would be lengthy.  Royôs friends cried out to God and prayers for Roy to be 

healed were prayed in Healing services, Sunday mornings, and throughout the days:  ñThank you Lord that You 

are the God who performs miracles; thank You that You display Your power among the people and by Your 

stripes, we are healed.  Thank You Lord that You will heal those who are sick and say to them, óthe Kingdom of 

God has come near to you.ô In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.ò   

 All praise and glory, all thanksgiving is given to God, as Sherri and Brad and others declare what they 

have seen and heard:  Roy had the surgery and the tumors were removed.  He never spent an hour in ICU, but 

was taken to a room where he spent two days and then returned home.  At his one month follow-up examina-

tion, the physicians declared that Roy is cancer free!  Praise God for His Amazing Love! 
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 Hereôs another story of Godôs healing power in the life of one of our youth, Noah Sherrill.  Noah 

gave this witness when he was given an assignment to tell about a song that best represents his life.  

 Noah said, ñThe song that I chose that best represents my life is "Day by Day".  This song was 

originally a prayer that was spoken at the deathbed of thirteenth-century saint Richard of Chichester, and 

the words were later made into lyrics for a song in a musical called Godspell. The theme of this song is to 

become closer to the Lord, day by day. The song is made up of one verse sung repeatedly, which says to 

pray to see Him more clearly, love Him more dearly, follow Him more nearly, day by day.  You can tell by 

these inspirational words that Saint Richard was devoted to seeking the Lord by praying them.  I think his 

prayer-made-into-a-song is very spiritual too. 

 Now onto my life.  This song represents my life because I need to and want to become closer to 

God every single way, each day of my life.  I can accomplish this goal by praying daily to see God with 

unclouded eyes, to love God with all of my heart and to more closely follow His life and teachings.  If I 

heed the lyrics of this song, I know I can fulfill my prayer to be closer to the Lord "Day by Day". 

 

Day by day... Day by day... Oh Dear Lord Three things I pray... To see thee more 
clearly... Love thee more dearly... Follow thee more nearly... Day by day 

 
ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

 Hereôs another story of what only God can do!   

 In one of my appointments as pastor of a church, I was talking with my neighbor who said some-

thing like this, ñNow donôt go telling me I should be in church like all the other pastors who have lived 

here.  Iôm worshipping God while Iôm out on the lake on Sunday morning.ò  I continued to love him and 

converse with him and tell him that I missed him.  When one part of the body is missing, we all suffer.   

 One day he said to me, ñPastor, what would you rather have:  a person sitting in the pew wanting 

to be out on the lake? Or a person out on the lake wanting to be in church?ò 

 ñOh,ò  I said, ñI want you to be out on the lake missing us and wanting to be with your brothers 

and sisters in Christ, worshipping God with the community of believers!  And Iôm going to pray for that 

desire to be in your heart!ò I immediately called eight other prayer warriors and we prayed for this man and 

we saw what only God can do!  Within a month, he was in church and never missed a Sunday.  He studied 

the Word of God, prayed, became a committed follower of Jesus Christ and led many other people to 

Christ!  Praise God! 
 

ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

 Where have you seen and heard- experienced what only God can do?  We may call these God 

Sightings or God Stops or Moments of Godôs Grace or Breakthrough.  Whatever we call these encounters 

with the living God, declare the wonderful works of God.  Do you have a story to tell?  Then tell that which 

you have seen & heard!  

 Tell it, share it, live it! 

 

In Christôs Amazing Grace, 
Pastor Naomi 
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Christ Love Preschool has begun itôs first summer program. We have 10 children enrolled 

and room for a couple more. Ms. Tracy & Ms. Kristie have put together a wonderful pro-

gram including storytime, crafts, a weekly bible lesson and outdoor time. If you have a child 

between the ages of 2 & 5, feel free to call Beth Stevenson at 779-5912 for more informa-

tion. Family discounts are available. 

 

For the school year 2010-2011, we still have a couple openings for our 2 year old program 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays, our 3 year olds are currently on a waiting list and there are still 

spaces for the four year old program. Tours are available all summer, please call 779-5912 

for an appt. 

 

Starting after Vacation Bible School, the preschool will have a list of supplies that we could 

use during the next school year. Items such as crayons, glue sticks and copy paper are some 

of the items that we use on a continual basis. The big ñback to schoolò sales usually begin 

around that time. Look for details after VBS in the narthex. We thank you in advance for all 

the donations. 

 

We will be back at the preschool on August 24-25th with our 2 days of ñmeet the teachers.ò 

Postcards will go out with the day assigned to their child(ren). The first day of regular 

classes will be on the following Monday, August 30, 2010. We already look forward to an-

other awesome year. 

 

I will be available most of the summer and can be reached on my cell phone, 779-5912. I 

will also be at vacation bible school the week of July 19th-22nd. I hope to see many of the for-

mer, current and future students there. Look for more information about VBS in this newslet-

ter. 

 

I pray for all the families and staff of Christ Love Preschool to have a safe and memorable 

summer break. 

 

  

God Bless, 

Beth Stevenson, Director 
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Sunday, July 4th: 

Children are invited to join their friends in the gathering area at 10:00 for our annual July 4th bike parade.  

Weôll play games and decorate our bikes..  Remember to bring a bike you can ride around the building. 

 

Sunday August 8:  

Promotion Sunday:  On this Sunday during Sunday school children will be promoted to their new classes 

depending on their ages and school grade: 

2ôs : Children who are 2 by August 31st. are invited to join their friends in this class as they learn more about 

Jesusô love using exciting hands on curriculum. 

3ôs and 4ôs: Children who are 3 and 4 years old by August 31st, are invited to join their friends in this class  

as they learn about Old Testament stories in the fall and New Testament stories during Christmas and be-

yond. Cokesburyôs Rock Solid curriculum will be used. 

Kindergarten  and First Grade: Children who are in their first and second year of school are invited to join 

their friends in this engaging class and grow a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ! 

Second and Third Graders:  Children who are entering second and third grade are invited to join their friends 

in this class and  grow a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Fourth and Fifth Graders:  Join your friends in this exciting class as you grow  a deeper relationship with 

Jesus Christ! 

 

Second Annual Back to School Clinic, August 14th:  10 AM- 2PM (Madison County Schools start August 

5th, and Buncombe County Schools begin August 17th) 

 

We are collecting supplies and gently used clothes for the back to school clinic. Clinic held at two locations: 

1st stop: Beauticians from our church will be cutting hair at the Outer Beauty Salon (located at 76 Garrison 

Branch Rd) free of charge. 2nd stop: Our church will be giving away gently used clothes and school sup-

plies. 

 

We need help from everyone.  

The following is a list of school supplies needed: 

Large box of tissues 

One gallon size zip lock bags 

Backpack 17ò X 13ò 

Box of pencils 

Box of crayons 

Notebook 

Loose leaf paper 

 

Please place donated items in the box labeled Back to School Clinic in the gathering area 
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Love, Laughter, and Service through the years all in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior   

 

Sat July 24 in conjunction with Covenant Community Church Trip to Lake Powhatan - 
cost and times tba -call Kelley T if interested 
 
Sun Aug 8 - Sponsored by District Youth Council Jubilation Music Festival 4-8 at Cove-
nant Community Church Youth and Families are welcome -cost $5 at the door goes to 
charity Hotdog or pizza dinner will be offered at an additional cost per person. 


